
Joining the dots: strategies for finding Irish families through 
North American and New Zealand records



Why should we look at these records?

The peak of Irish emigration resulted from the Great Famine of 1845-1852. It has been estimated that nearly two 
million people - about a quarter of the population - emigrated to the United States in a ten-year period at that time.

Cobh (Queenstown) was one of the departure ports for over 2.5 million people.

Of all the immigrants to the US between 1851 and 1860, it is estimated that 81 per cent were Irish. Today one 
sixth of US citizens (43 million) identify having Irish background.

Between 1831 and 1850 over 600,00 Irish migrated to Canada and by 1867 they were the second largest ethnic group 
(after the French) – 24% of Canada’s population.





Where to look.

Concentration of Irish-born from 1890 US census.

.

https://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/Irish-immigration-to-America.html

https://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/Irish-immigration-to-America.html
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New Zealand



USA records

•1790 United States Federal Census
•1800 United States Federal Census
•1810 United States Federal Census UPDATED
•1820 United States Federal Census
•1830 United States Federal Census
•1840 United States Federal Census
•1850 U.S. Federal Census - Slave Schedules FREE
•1850 United States Federal Census
•1860 U.S. Federal Census - Slave Schedules FREE
•1860 United States Federal Census
•1870 United States Federal Census
•1880 United States Federal Census FREE
•1890 United States Federal Census Fragment
•1890 Veterans Schedules of the U.S. Federal Census
•1900 United States Federal Census
•1910 United States Federal Census
•1920 United States Federal Census
•1930 United States Federal Census
•1940 United States Federal Census
•1950 United States Federal Census FREE UPDATED
•U.S., 1880 Federal Census Schedules of Defective, Dependent, and 
Delinquent Classes
•U.S., Enumeration District Maps and Descriptions, 1940 FREE
•U.S., Federal Census Mortality Schedules, 1850-1885 FREE INDEX
•U.S., Indian Census Rolls, 1885-1940
•U.S., Selected Federal Census Non-Population Schedules, 1850-1880
•U.S., Special Census on Deaf Family Marriages and Hearing Relatives, 1888-
1895 FREE INDEX

American Civil War
12 April 1861 – 9 April 1865
Irish immigrants settled primarily in the northern states and thus tended to fight 
on the side of the Union.  It is estimated that over 150,000 Irish Americans fought 
in the war.
However, there were a number of Irish brigades in the Confederate forces.

1890 Census was destroyed by a fire at the Commerce Department in 
Washington, DC on 10 January 1921. The records of only 6,160 of the 
106,021,537 people enumerated survived the fire.

1900 Census lists useful personal information: month and year of birth, how 
many years married, how many children, and how many of those children are 
living.

Useful tips when looking at information in a US census.

• Check if a couple married in Ireland before arriving in the US.  This can often be 
surmised if any of their children were born in Ireland – you can then check the 
Irish civil records for the marriage and birth if either event was after 1864 or 
church records if before.

• Check if someone is listed as Naturalised.  It may be possible to find their 
naturalisation record.

https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/5058
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/7590
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/7613
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/7734
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/8058
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/8057
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/8055
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/8054
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/7668
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/7667
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/7163
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/6742
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/5445
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/8667
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/7602
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/7884
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/6061
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/6224
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/2442
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/62308
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/1634
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/1634
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/3028
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/8756
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/1059
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/1276
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/1582
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/1582




https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/5060/

Searching for Missing Friends: Irish Immigrant Advertisements Placed in “The Boston Pilot," 1831-1920

ANCESTRY

9 Feb 188429 Apr 1871

27 Sep 1873

10 Sep 1859

https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/5060/


20 Oct 1855 Account Number 10199 Catherine Connell Native of Skull Co Cork, arrived Oct 22 1851 per ship Mississippi
from London, father dead Daniel Driscoll, mother in Ireland, Ellen Lennon, married to William Connell, 2 children.

New York, U.S., Emigrant Savings Bank Records, 1850-1883



Canada records

The common phrase “went to America” can mean either USA or Canada, and indeed sometimes both!

Upper Canada is so called as the name reflects its geographic position along the Great Lakes, in 
relation to the headwaters of the Saint Lawrence River, contrasted with Lower Canada (present-day 
Quebec) to the northeast.

The Province of Canada was made up of Canada West (formerly Upper Canada) and 
Canada East (formerly Lower Canada). The two regions were governed jointly until 
the Province was dissolved to make way for Confederation in 1867. Canada West 
then became Ontario and Canada East became Quebec. 

https://www.heritage.nf.ca/articles/society/irish-newfoundland.php

https://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/Canadian-immigration-history.html



Canada Censuses
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/census.aspx

Family Search
My Heritage
Ancestry
Find My Past

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/census.aspx


https://recherche-collection-search.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census2/index





Ontario, Canada Births, 1858-1913 Carleton Ottawa ANCESTRY



ANCESTRY Ontario, Canada, Marriages, 1826-1937FAMILY SEARCH Ontario Deaths, 1869-1937





https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/New_Zealand_Emigration_and_Immigration

National Library Guide to NZ Family History

NZ Electoral Rolls

Papers Past

New Zealand records

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/New_Zealand_Emigration_and_Immigration
https://natlib.govt.nz/researchers/guides/family-history
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/1836/
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers


Case Study

Margaret Muldoon1860-1942
Patrick Lennon1857-?







Case Study



https://bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/search

https://bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/search




NZ Papers Past

THAMES STAR, VOLUME XI, 
ISSUE 3522, 9 APRIL 1880, 
PAGE 2THAMES ADVERTISER, 

VOLUME XIII, ISSUE 3579, 
5 APRIL 1880, PAGE 3



Name Margt Muldoon
Sex Female
Immigration Date 3 Mar 1875
Immigration Place Auckland, New Zealand
Departure Date 25 Nov 1874
Marital Status Single
Occupation Servant
Nationality Derry
Event Type Immigration
Record Number 135
Arrival Port Auckland
Ship Name India

New Zealand Passenger Lists 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1609792



Name

Margt Muldoon
Sex Female
Immigration Date 13 Feb 1878
Immigration Place Canterbury, New Zealand
Departure Date 25 Nov 1877
Marital Status Single
Occupation Gl Servant
Nationality Fermanagh
Event Type Immigration
Record Number 229
Arrival Port Canterbury
Ship Name Wanganui





U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims 
Index, 1936-2007 U.S., Newspapers.com™Marriage Index, 1800s-current

U.S., Find a Grave® Index, 
1600s-Current



Dunroby Irish Emigration Database https://www.dunbrody.com/ 

U.S., Find a Grave® Index, 1600s-Current

John Lennon
BIRTH

29 Jan 1864
Northern Ireland

DEATH
12 Mar 1910 (aged 46)

Newark, Essex County, New Jersey, USA
BURIAL

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery
East Orange, Essex County, New Jersey, USA





Ancestry
U.S., Passport 
Applications, 1795-1925
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